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"The Use of Biography "

or "Biographical Dictionaries"

Biography, or biographical dictionary as a term of Islamic history belongs to
the field of Islamic histography. It covers the " wafayat al—a'yE_ln(l), of the Caliphate
state. The term is a very open word, forbearing between two groups of notables or
functionaries: a group was in charge of various department of the diwans and
belonging to the kuttab class with relating institutions such as official viziers and
sudlrs, scribes and bell -letters all belong to successive generations.Those
biographies take either the form of book of viziers such as the work of the secretary
al ]ahshayari(z), (d. (331\ 942) entitled "al-wuzara wa al-kuttdb " or that genere of
ma'ajim dictionary, such as seventh century

work of Yflql-lt al-Rumi "s (d.626\ 1228)" IrshAd al-arib ila marifat al-adib ",
known as " m'ujam al-'udab@ “'This group also includes dictionaries involving poets,
Grammarians, and Bell-letter writers such as the famous work of the Halabi Judge

and vizier Jamal al- Din al-Qifti (d.646 \ 1248), "whose work entitled" Inbah al-

riwdt ala anbah al-nuhAt"™

(1) To mean records of eminent or deceased notables of the Muslims community
(2) Edition by al-saqqﬁ and others (cairo : al bab- al-halabi, 1938)

(3) In ten volumes(Bayrut: dar ihya al-tur@th, 1936).

(4) Ed.by Abu al- Fadl Ibrahim in three voles (Cairo; dar al-kutUb, 1950-55).
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The other group of functionaries are known as "ahl al am'aim", meaning
"people of turbans ", on whom fall responsibility of keeping and writing down rules
and regulations of the Muslim faith and ways of its interpretations. This group of
biographies is larger than the first, both in content and implication, because each of
the elements related to the principle of Islam and Islamic creed has its own share

within those biographies, for instance there exits biographies of the Traditionists (al-
muhaddithun and the Jurists (al-fugahd) of the four schools of law, specially the

Shafi is and the Hanbalis, and to a lesser extent the Hanaﬁes,m"l" also those of the
Judges as well as Reciters of the Quran and the Sufi Sahaykhs. All those, to be sure,

have their own related biographical works.

Element of those two groups comprises the a'yﬁn of the Arab state and
bureaucratic families in such urban cities as Baghdad, Basra, Wasit, Nishapur, and
Ghazna of the mashriq and Dimashq, Qinisrin (Aleppo), and al Jazira of the Gharb-
Caliphate.

And it is no secret that Muslims —Arabs are much concerned with composition
of this type of work, because of its relevant to the Sira of the Prophet, further, it
illustrates the importance of biographical dictionaries to the heritage of Islam and to
its social, religious, and administrative institutions.

In this framework, biographical dictionaries are historical works
arranged in alphabetical order, more or less containing the intellectual legacy

of the umma through the accumulation of successive generations of tradition

given by the people of the ama'im and sudur of the diw@ns. some of

(1) That is Tabagat al -Shafiiya al -kubrd of T@j al- Din al Subki (d.771\1369) ed. al Hulu

and others, The Tabaqat al -Hand@blila and its Dhayl of al-QAdi Ibn Abi Ya'lla
(d.527\1132)( Cairo , 1952). And the Shami Ibn Rajab(d.795\1392) and fimally The

Jawdhir al-mudiyya fi Tabaqat al-Hanafiya of Ibn Abi al-Wafa(d.775\1373) (Haydarabad,
1332).
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them short lived notice within events of given year, while other materials take
lengthy notes in character.

Naturally, this enormous and fabulous amount of biographical dictionaries are
not easy to round up in all its histriographical characters, especially when we recall
that this paper is dedicated only to the use and utilization of "tara jum"m historical
writing covering medival Islam, the main goal of the paper for which we are gathered
today in this remarkable school. We also leave aside the question of origin and what
contributed to its development since it falls out of the scope of the study.

Nevertheless, I shall concentrate on the common characteristics which unify these

works of Wafayat as commonly call, and define its various usage in modern, terms
and of course analyze some of the problems which might raise as truly reliable
tradition.

Methodologically, we must say first of all that those works in general terms are
not easy to use in any process of writing, because they easily consist contradictory
material and stories regarding the persons career and merits studied thus raising the
problem of reliability immediately, and eventually the question of its true value
judgment. The application of text comparison and inner criticisms to those
traditions might help to reach result choice of preference, but it was not to give us
correct method of writing, But what do those works have in common first 2.

The key to those works, in regular instances, is the opening statement
of the compiler, in which it contains the introduction of the work involved

usually with definition of the nature of the work and the approach of the

(1) That is, books of distinct (mashahir) for instance " wafayat al-ayan wa anba abna al zaman of
Ibn khillkan(d.681\1282) ed Ihsan Abbas in eight voles (Bayrut :dar sader, 1977), also Ibn
Shakir al-kutbi (d.764\1362) Fawat al-wafayat,"or al-safadi, al Wafi bi al-wafayat,all published

texets .
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author adopted for the composition of its volumes and the arrangement of whatever

booklet (kardris) may contain.

The example followed by the author of given tarajama when he usually set out
to design its content (before depositing that tarjama to his draft work) may either
copy early source material devoted to the mutarjam or it repeats his travel for the
pursue of his study and pilgrimage, plus some saying and poems appreciating his
career. But part of the answer to this problem is to be found in the tabulation
devoted to some of the advantage of the biography for historical writing.

First of those advantage is that it preserves for us the affinity of family tree to a
given pedigree, which falls in the line of genealogy, because it is compatible with the
view of the biographers that the tarjama pointed out by the author should include
name of all the ancestors line down to the fore father as preserved in the oneself

pedigree. This is a principle among authors of the biographers as the Hanafi M. Ibn
al- Sabiq al-Hamawi testifies in a chapter on the advantage of history (fawdid al

tﬁrikh)(l), whether this individual was of an Arab origin or a mawla(muslim non -
Arab).

In this context. Ibn al- Sabiq points out to preservation of name of the bayt
(family) to which the figure concern belongs(z) Through this we can also marks in
form of texet the errors commited in conflicting reports on the merits and career of
the individual concerned in the tarjamsa. This is very important matter in
relationship to writing text of medival Islam from the standpoint of implication to

required analysis and the outcome of conerete results.

(1) He wrote in 865\1452. see S. zakkar "s edition of Ibn al-Adim, Bughyat al- talab fi tarikh
Halab ( Bayrut:dar al-fikr ,1988),vol.I P.20-27 (the introduction).
(2) Ibid, 1, P.23-25.
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Given usage of these wide range of biographical works, coverage of genology of
the notable individuals,. through the pidgree of origin or lineage is quit apparent -
Accordingly, every tarjama mentioned must have full name of the person, titles as
well as nickname in which he was reputed, also the affiliation of his juristical school,
his self-nisba to the city he belongs- place of his birth and living career, also his
shaykhdom and profession.

A biographical text, then, in terms of definition is tarjama of given figure,

usually one of a'y'a n or mashahir of his belonging city. It offers information not so
often to be found in the chronicle type, or to a lesser degree Bell-letter texts And
those tarajum cover of course persons belonging to the ahl al-ama'im and Sudur with
its various elements in the diwan and administration of the state. The implication of
this is that they cover wide range of scholars, notables and dignitires within the
Muslim community. Within this, we find names from caliphs and sultans to amirs,
also from given vizier to munshi of the sultanate or as later known katib al-sirr. This

also applies to Qadis, shaykh al-islams, nazirs of madrasa, sufi shaykhs and so on.

But to underline the significance of those elements of tar@jum for writing
efforts is not enough without showing its importance in the process of writing. How
does the historian, rather professional historian, make use of those biographies in
full?

One Way of doing this is to take advantage of historical approach in the
process, that is by the employment of various historical writing method, such as the
analytical, descriptive or the statistical method, depending on the nature of the
problem discussed.

The choice, I believe, is to adopt sociological approach. This approach

covers the activities of various class of the society, the interests of the

nubal@ and a'yan of the community, including the ashraf class. both of the
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alawi and hashimi origin also to cover their mashahir and selective group from the
ahl al- am aim and distinguished Sudur-functionaries.

By doing this, we can attach classification of their class and then follow up their
role and activities in the community.

Nonetheless, this picture of the use of individual biograph through the
implication of sociological approach is not without difficulty and yields no visible
results without resolving first the historiographical problems which emerges from
the usage of the text.

The obvious example in this case is the tabaqat works of the four schools of law,
the Shafi'is, Hanbalis, Hanfis and the Malikis, which contains record of their Ulama.

Earlier, we have cited titles of those Tabaqat works, here, we only warn against
their unmistakeable biasness to the career of those 'ulama’ who belong to their scholl

of affiliation”. The example par- excellence in this instance, as we shallsee, is of

course TQj al- Din al-Subkis's tabaqat al- shafi iya al- kubra.
On this basis, we advocate that the key for the use of those Biographical-

dictionary of tabaqdt lies in the understanding of their terminology, the nature of
which, without realizing their characterization will stay with little value.

Finally for utilizing those biographical dictionaries it is very important to
notice the intellectual capacity which those authors possess and enjoy in the content
of their compositions of those texts.

Some are certainly professional compilers, and possess methodological -

spirit in assembling and integrating their Data, while others of their own

(1) Also , but to a lesser degree, the author of the ma ajim in their coverage of source-
material , the place in which they show the ma athir and " fad ail " of their respecect

individuals.
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fellows, follow and copy blindy efforts of earlier compilers on line similar to
their own sectariean rules, still we find other compilers truly possess ability for
applying inner -criticism, assessing source material and correcting earlier written
data through introduction and usage of new sources of their own, considered first -
rate material on the field.

The universal chroniclers of the cours, were not always well - informed
about event and conditions of certain regions. Here lies the importance of local

biographical works for the study of a region of which the auther was often an

inhabitant. to illustrate this notion of biasness inherent in the works of Tabaqat

and devoted Biographical dictionary we refer to a very important example
involving two sajuq but antagonist secretarian viziers, namely the famous Shafi'l
- Ash'ari vizier Nizdm al -Mulk, author of the Siydsat-nd@ma, and his
predecessor the Hanaf AbU Nasr al-Kumduri, both of whom served during the
three saying Sultanate of Tughril-Beg, Alp -Arsldn and Malik -Shah. In this

respects the value of the histories of Nishapur is prominent because it was here
that Nizam al-Mulk as an example originated his policies toward the madhhabs (
religious affiliation ), and then applied them to other Saljuq domains. Two local
histories of Nishapur written in Arabic by natives of the region are extants:-
Hakim"s (d.405\1014) Tarikh Nishabur, the earliest, and "Abd al-Ghafir"s(d.
529\1134) Siyaq li tarikh Nishabur’. Though the first part of the original Siyaq
has been lost, a complete epitome of the siyaq, entitled al- Muntakhab min siyaq
tarikh Nishabure, was made by Ibrahim al-Sarifini(d.641\1243), who preserved in
a brief summary the lost part contained in the original siyaq.This being

said, Abd al-Ghafir probably is one of the most reliable Shafi'i historians as far as

1 Ed. H. Darke (Teharn: bank-I milli, 1962).
2 -.Bulliet in his published dissertation"The social History of Nishapur in the Elevnth century"or
The Patricians of Nishapur (Cambridge, 1972).
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Nizam al-Mulk is concerned since he appears free from the Ashari- Hanbali bias

inherent in Ibn Asi_lkir(d. 571\1175), Ibn al-Jawzi (d.597\1200)and Taj al-Din al-
Subki(d.771\1369). All this is to say that the information of the Siyaq is
indispensable intwo areas:- (1) -illustrating Nizam al-Mulk policy toward Shaafi"is

and Hanafis, since some of Abd al-Gafir"s key terms are useful such as the issue of

intolerance (taassub) in the Madhhdb between the Shafi" is, Nizam al-Mulk"s
followers, and theiropponents, the Hanafi's those of the vizier's immediate
predecessor' Abu Nasr al-kunduri(d.456\1063),(2)- underlining the nature and
characters of the Saljug vizierate.. Given this overall description, what does the case
of Nizam al-Mulk, as related to Biographical dictionaries, mean in academic
historical writing ?.

First of all, the case of this celebrated vizier points out directly to the existing
rival enemyty between those tow governing viziers, Nizam al-Mulk, and Abu Nasr al-
kunduri, the first as distinguished follower of the Shafi'i ~Ashari's, where as the latter
was a non- religious Hanafi, whose administration was held responsible for the
persecution of the Shafi i- Asharis, and who also held to this policy for nine years in
the form of banishment to their religious figures and re- distribution of their
religious, and Juristical posts. It was carried against three Sunni groups of Nishapur,
in particular the Shafi i- Asharis, and executed by kunuri's followers the leading
Hanafi- Mutazilis of the same city. The rise of Nizam al-Mulk, then as a substitute
for kunduri in the central vizierate of the Sultanate was in a way a turning point for
the Shafi i —Asharis, since it marked a declaration of a new religious policy on their
behalf based for almost three decades on the endorse ment of the Shafi i -Asharis, by
the new viziers, eventhough, his superior the Sultan Alp-Arslan was inclined to a
policy of no disciminatoin, among the recognized groups of the Sultanate, the Shafi

is and the Hanafis.
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Epistemologically, the case puts forward the traditional rivalry of professional
kuttab dabirs, relating to high family background ( buyutat or khandan)', in to
resounding effect In this instance, both viziers i.e Nizam al-Mulk, and Abu Nasr al-
kunduri were trained, and belonged to the Nishapui school of government, namely
the administration of the eminent Imam Ibn al- Muffaq, the leading figure among
the whole Nishapuris prominent families of kuttab, both were of dihqan origin, and
serving high Saljuq hierarchy, kunduri serving, term with Sultan Tughril as vizier of
the central government, Nizam al- Mulk serving king Alp- Arslan as local vizier of
Marw. also both were linked with opposing religious groups of the time, Nizam al-
Mulk with the Shafi i- Asharis,and kunduri with the Hanafi-Mutazilis. Since most
historians of chronicles, and biographical dictionaries were Shafi i- Asharis,it was no
surprise to observe Shafi i- Ashari historians, such as Ibn Asakirz, and Subkis, praise
highly Nizam al-Mulk giving him, while serving in his newly position as centeral
vizier to Sultan Alp- Arslan all the esteem they can bestow upon him, in contrast to
kunduri, who was condemned to death, and even presented him with disgrace, and
herssy

unknown for any dismissed,and overthrown vizier down to his death.
No other historian tried to correct this image and test its accuracy, including
late Hanafi auther, such as Ibn Abi al-Wafa® (d. 775\1373).. (3)- politically
the case underlines the success, and downfall of a given vizier within the
service of ruling Sultan. Kunduri was short lived in term of office, contrary
to Nizam al-Mulk, who served continually for both terms as local vizier

» from early rise of the Saljuq in ( (433\1041) down to the end of Tughril

1Ibn Fundugq, Tarikh- Bayhaq,ed .Bahmanyar,p.73

2 Tabyin kadhib al-mftari(Dimashiq.altawfiq,1347),p.108.

3 Tabaqat al-Shafi iya al-kubra 2nd,ed,(Bayrut, almarif,n.d),pp.134-145 (also, other references)
4 see his Jawhir al-mdi yya fi tabaqat al-hanafiya (2vols, Hayder-Abad. da irt al-ma arif ,1331)

151



Sultanate in (455\1063), and as central vizier from the death of kunduri in
(456\1063), down to his assassination in (485\1092), both considered to be as one of
the lengthiest terms in office ever served by a vizier.

In this Saljuq sultanate Nizam al-mulk was certainly a professional Saljugq,
politican, pretending, when necessary, religious ethics and character, but he did not
hestate to kill his opponent if local condition, and private interest of his own
required from him the removal, and killing of such opponents, using military means
or otherwise to do so. And in the case of kunduri it was Nizam al-mulk,who
instigated the newly Sultane to issue order first of his removal, and confinement, and
lateron of his execution, carried out by agents of the celebrated vizier.

All this indicates, in this example, that, without the use of data in Biographical
dictionary, altogether, the assessment of those two rivals, as applied to their careers,

is not suitable and useless.
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SIYASAT - NAMA

SOME NOTES ON ITS IMPORTANCE AS A SOURCE FOR STUDYING

NIZAM AL-MULK'S CAREER

The Siyar al-muluk (Known as Siyasat nama) is a nasa'ih work composed by
Nizam al-Mulk for Sultan Malik-Shah on statecraft for kings“). It contains Nizam al-
milk's theory of kingship and reflects the nature of his relationship to Malik-Shah.
The work is not a theory of the Saljuq vizierate, although, in the view of Nizam al-
Mulk, the character of the sultanate depends on the deeds and acts of the ruling
vizier because of his access to government institution".

Nizam al-Mulk's composition of the Siyasat-nama was prompted by
his desire to fulfill an order by Malik-Shah in 479/1086-87, Whose wish it

was to rule the Saljuq sultanate (mamlakat, lit., "Kingdom") in accordance

with right order?, According to Malik-Shah's copyist Muhammad, Nizam

(1) Nizan al-Mulk, Siyar al-Muluk (Siyasat-nama), ed H. dark (Tehran : Bank- i Milli,1962), hereinafter
referred to as Siyasat-nama; also Darke-(trans), The Book of Government or rules for Kings by
Nizam al -Mulk (London Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1960), hereinafter referred to as Rules.

(2) For further details on the duties of the vizier see Nizam al-Mulk, Siyasat-
nama,pp.30,114,154,218;Darke,Rules,pp.23-24,93,96,123, 178.

(3) Siyasat - nama, pp.3-5; Darke , Rules, pp.1-2.
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al-Mulk first wrote thirty-nine chapters at an unknown date, submitted the
manuscript to Malik-Shah, who approved its contents. Almost six years from the cited
date, prior to a journey to Baghdad (484-85/1091-92), Nizam al-Mulk submitted a
new manuscript to the copyist, expanding the old text and adding a new part
comprised of eleven chapters, all derived from his experience as vizier and as a writer
of political theory and statecraft. The copyist, as Nizam al-Mulk desired, made a clean
copy of the manuscript but did not make it public until sometime during the
sultanate of Malik Shah's son Muhammad citing the Batini disorder as the reason for
the delay(l). There is internal evidence that the present Siyasat-nama is not a faithful
copy of the original manuscript which Nizam al-Mulk deposited with Muhammad
because it contains a number of passages with conflicting data and dates and
favorable statements regarding the rival Abu-Nasr al-Kubduri that under no
circumstances could have been written by Nzam al-Mulk®.One writer, F.H. Faizi,
doubts that Nizam al-Mulk was the author of the Siyasat-nama on account of
"chronological"

"(3)

and "numerous discrepancies” . But most scholars believe the Nizam al-Mulk is

(1) Nizam al- Mulk, Siyasat - nama, pp. 3-5, 307 (also Darke's introduction in Ibid, pp.18-20);
Dark, Rules, pp. 1-2, 6, 252.

(2) Siyasat -nama, pp.4,10,190-200 (paras. 32-36),307; cf. Dark, Rules, pp.2,6,160-63,178,252.
Malik-shah did not live to see the desired copy which the copyist had prepared for him during
the sultanate of Malik-Shah's son Muhammad. Reference, then, to the deceased Malik-Shah
and his successors as well as others are events that took place after Nizam al-Mulk's death and,
therefore, cannot have been written by Nizam al-Mulk.

(3) "A peep into the Wasaya and Siyasat -nama of Nizam al-Mulk", Islamic Culture, XX (January-
October), 391-407, especially 393; also S. Zakkar, "Biographie de Nizam al-Mulk de Kamal al-
Din Ibn al-Adim". Bulletin d-Etudes Orientales, XXIV(1971), 227-29. Merly because Ibn al-
Adim's Bughyat al-talab makes no reference to the Siyasat -nama, in the biographical notice
which he devoted to Nizam al-Mulk, Zakkar to our surprise, concludes that the text owes
nothing to Nizam al-Mulk.
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the author of the text and that Muhammad is responsible for the discrepancies(”.

Although it is one of few surviving contemporary source, the Siyasat -
nama's coverage of Saljuq contemporary events is marginal and limited to
six references, five episodes concerning the sultanate of Alp-Arslan and one
involving Malik-Shah®. Nevertheless, the Siyasat-nama, as applied to Nizam
al-Mulk's Career, is important because it is his own work. First of all, we
learn from it the military-political weakness apparent in Saljuk institutions
during Nizam al-Mulk's vizieratesunder Alp-Arslan and Malik-Shah. In this
light, H. Bowen is right in stating that the Siyasat —nama"is in a sence a
survey of what he had failed to accomplish"m. Despite earlier claims that
the sultanate was in good condition, Nizam al-Mulk later on in the Siyasat-
nama speaks about the institutions which had fallen into disorder and links
the decline with Malik-Shah's sultanate because of his deviation from Nizam
al-Mulk's policy and sound judgement. But it should be remembered that
the decline was partly caused by the Saljuq's adabtation

of existing institutions to social customs'”. Nevertheless, Nizam al-Mulk's

(1) Such a view is held by Barthold , Turkestan Down to the Mongol Invasion (2nd ed., London:
Gibb Memorial, 1928), pp.25-26;= = also by E.G. Browne, A Literary History of Persia, (4vols.,
Cambridge press, 1951-53), II, 210-17; L. Kafesoglu , "BUyUk TercUmesi" TUrkiyat Mccmuasi,
XII (1955), 231-56, Where he has attemted in the light of Molla Ghelebi's copy to show the
defects of the C.Shefer edition and its Turkish counterpart of M.S. Cavdaroglu; also J. Rypka
in his book review of K. Schabinger's edition. OLZ (July- August 1961), 399-404.works
available to us on the content of Siyasat-nama are numerous and we have not edited allowing
to the original purpose of the article.

(2)Siyasat -nama, pp.88, 122-24, 162,169-70,1858-88,204-208; Darke, Rules, pp.74,99-101,127-28,
133-34,149-51, Nizam al-Mulk's main objective is to underline the duties of the sultan and the
interrelationship between his court, the dargah and military, legal, and other institutions of
the sultanate. It should be pointed out that in attributing deeds and actions to his own
examples, Nizam al-Mulk actually spells out his own deeds.

(3) "Nizam al-Mul," EI I, III: 2,934.

(4) Barthold, Turkestan, p.306.
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criticism is directed to the slave institution, the iqta' and tax system, as indicated by
the decrease in the number of peasants, the use of the commander of the guard
(amir-i haras), as an instrument of justice, disregard of the right of ancient families
and sons of kings and the misues of titles as a measure to honor Saljuq officials. This
also is true of the employment of Khurasani secretaries in favour of the heretics of
western Iran. Specifically, Nizam al-Mulk mentions amirs and the refusal of local
Governors to obey court orders”. It should be pointed out that many of the
institution cited are under the jurisdiction of the dargah, rather than the diwan,
Nizam al-Mulk's department.

As important as the discussion of the sultanate as an institution is Nizam al-
Mulk's theory of kingship, which can be reduced to two main points; (1) the Saljuq
sultan is chosen by divine decree; it follows that he must believe in God. rule with
justice and look after the affairs of religion. both its institution and the personnel
representing it. Moreover, since religion and kingship are twins, any decline in the
affairs of religion would cause instability to the political institutions of the
sultanate. In the view of Nizam al-Mulk, that religion must be either the Shafi'i or
the Hanafi madhhab® because these are the only sound ones within the
sultanate”. The shafi'l madhhab is Nizam al-Mulk's choice because it represents
his own religious affiliation'”. His recognition of the Hanafi is prompted by

his belief in that followed by the Saljuq sultan and other groups of officials. It

(1) Siyasat-nama, pp.16,28,133,168,172,179,198,303; Dark, Rule , pp.11-12,22, 106, 132, 135, 144,
161, 249.

(2) Barthold, Turkestan, p.306.

(3) Siyasat-nama, pp.13-18,74,81-82, 122-24; Dark, Rule, pp.9-13, 62-63-68, 99-101.

(4) See Taj a—Din al-Subki, Tabaqat al-Shafi'iya al-Kubra, es. 'A F. al-Hulu & Tanahi (7vols,
Cairo: Isa al-Babi al-Halabi, 1383-88/1964-68), 1V, 309-28; also Nizam al-Mulk's will entiteled
"Wasiyat-nama", in Mushti as Kharwar, ed. M.D.D Siyaqi (2vol., Tehran: Elmi, 1344-45), II,
343-48. This will does not carry a date, but internal evidence leaves no doubt that the will is

genuine. Its content shows that Nizan al-Mulk was a Shaf'i-Ash'ari follwer.
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should be pointed out that this theory of interdependence between the sultanate and
religion is not original with Nizam al-Mulk Already his elder Ghaznawi
contemporary Abu Naser al- Utbi (d.427/1036), author of an Arabic work on
Mahmud's sultanate entitled al-Tarikh al-yamini, and Abu al Fazl Bayhagqi
(d.470/1077-78) stated the same thesis™. While this precdent shows the influence of
Ghaznawi training, it was Nizam al-Mulk who developed this theory of
interdependence between the sultanate and religion on a large scale; (2) the sultan
needs a sound judgment, so much so that it is more important to him than a
powerful army. But Malik-Shah, Nizam al-Mulk contends, possessed judgment and
powerful army, the former being provided by Nizam al-Mulk and other Faithful
officials'”. His emphasis on sound judgment is deliberate because this is the quality

for which Nizam al-Mulk was known".

(1) See respectively Jurbadaqani [Tarjama-yi] Tarik-i yamini, ed., Qawin (Tehran:chap-Khana-i M
A Fardin, 1334/1955), p.11; Abu al-Fazl Bayhaqi, Tarikh-i Bayhaqi, ed. Ghani and Fayyaz
(Tehran: Chap- Khana-i bank-i Iran, 1324-1949). P.582.

(2) Siyasat-nama, pp.109, 117; Darke Rules pp.90-91, 95-96.

(3) This claim is based on a variety of statements cited in the sources. See, for instance, Zahir al-
DinNishaburi, Saljuq-nama (Tehran: Chap-Khanah-i Khawar, 1332-1935), pp.29-30. For a
summary of Nizam al-Mulk's theory of kingship see L. Binder, "The political theory of Nizam
al-Mulk" Igbal, IV, (January, 1956), 27-59, who has studied it as a political scientist in the
context of three Muslim political theories; except for the relationship of the sultanate to the
caliphate which he has examined in hostrical context ; also M.R. Hassan, "Nizam al-Mulk" A
History of Muslim philosophy, ed. M. Sharif (2vols, Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1963-66),
I, 747-769, who believes that the theory represents historical reality and can be called the
premier Persian political theory (comprised of "the old Persian ideals" and the "Muslim
political ideology"), as opposed to what he regards as "the constitutional theory" of the jurists,
both of which differ in the subject discussed and approach. He also believes that Nizam al-
Mulk's attention to religion reflects genuine faith in the "religious values of social life" rather
than "mere political”. But this contradicts his statement that religion : "is an instrument to
preserve the state ..." See Nizam al-Mulk Tusi, I, 766. see also the interesting article by A.
Lambton. "Quis custdiet custores: some Reflections on the Persian Theory of Government”,
Studia Islamica, V, (June, 1956), I, 130-32.
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Another value of the Siyasat-nama is the data contains on the nature of Nizam
al-Mulk's relationship to Malik-Shah, a delicate issue in studying the political history
of the Great Saljugs. Nizam al-Mulk's conflict with Malik-Shah goes back to a period
to the composition of the Siyasat-nama, but he raises it in the text chiefly in the
additional chapters of the second edition, when Nizam al-Mulk saw Malik-Shah
abandoning his judgment in favour of trends set by newly rising secretaries . There
are oblique references to the vicissitudes of Nizam al-Mulk's career as vizier under
Malik-Shah from head of the central government denouncing the appointment of
one official to more than one post probably refers to Taj al-Mulk, who held six posts
and accordingly was in a position to dispute Nizam al-Mulk's fiscal policies. The
provides good examples of Nizam al-Mulk's method of attacking his political
opponents by raising general consideration of principlesm.

In summary, the Siyasat-nama is an important source for studying Nizam al-
Mulk's career but has been devalued because of the dispute about its authenticity.
The Siyasat-nama in the main is Nizam al-Mulk's work and deserves recognition as a
source within the limitations imposed by the purpose of the author. Nizam al-Mulk
was not concerned primarily with historical accuracy but with the use of data as a

framework to support his theory of kingship.

(1) Siyasat-nama, p.237; Darke, Rule, p.194. This view is common among Saljuq sources. However,
in one episode of part one, Nizam al-Mulk diligently reminds Malik-Shah of his loyality, see
Dark, Rules, p.120.

(2) Siyasatly-nama, pp.150,201-04,209-11,225,237; Dark, Rulse, pp.120, 163-65,170-71, 180, 194.
see also below, pp.306. Another is the chapter regarding women's involvement in saljuq
politics, which is directed against Malik-Shah's favorite wife Tukan-Khatun who was in
dispute with Nizam al-Mulk about the choice of her child Mahmud as successor to Malik-Shah.
See Ibid, pp.225,226-34;cf. Nizam al-Mulkm Siyasat-nama , pp.184,185-92,
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